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ABSTRACT

The present investigation was carried out in order to reconstruct the history of the property “El Cananguchal” 
of the Ortegón Jiménez family in relation to the process of agroecological transition that takes place in it. 
The information was collected through interviews and participant observation on the property, later, it was 
processed in the Atlas.ti version 23 software through two types of analysis (exploratory and deductive). 
Among the main findings is that the agroecological experience has the purpose of reconsidering different 
agroecological productive events aimed at promoting improvements in the quality of life in homes, related to 
food sovereignty, food security and economic capacity from maintenance. uniform agricultural production to 
meet demand and improve development.
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RESUMEN

La presente investigación se realizó con el fin de reconstruir la historia del predio “El Cananguchal” de la 
familia Ortegón Jiménez con relación al proceso de transición agroecológica que se lleva en la misma. La 
información se recolectó a través de una entrevistas y observación participante en el predio, posteriormente, 
se procesó en el software Atlas.ti versión 23 mediante dos tipos de análisis (exploratorio y deductivo). Dentro 
de los principales hallazgos se tiene que la experiencia agroecológica, tiene como finalidad replantear 
diferentes eventos productivos agroecológicos orientados a promover mejoras en la calidad de vida en los 
hogares, relacionados con la soberanía alimentaria, la seguridad alimentaria y la capacidad económica a 
partir del mantenimiento de una producción agropecuaria uniforme para satisfacer la demanda y mejorar el 
desarrollo.
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INTRODUCTION
International

Agroecology emerged as a response to the Green Revolution model, which was based on mass food 
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production through the excessive use of chemicals and the implementation of monoculture to address the food 
shortages experienced by the population.(1) Establishing itself as a science that not only recognizes and values 
the experience and knowledge of farmers but also promotes the use of natural resources and the preservation 
of biodiversity, agroecology has become a model for sustainable agriculture.

Producers accumulate knowledge over the years and establish a constant dialogue with them. This valuable 
experience, mostly acquired empirically, has generated local knowledge adapted to the specific conditions of 
each region.(2)

Thus, Cieza et al.(3) and SAAE(4) confirm that agroecology can address the various problems facing the current 
conventional agricultural model and produce a variety of healthy foods. However, agroecology is little known 
among farmers. Therefore, different techniques are needed to promote it, one of which is the systematization 
of experiences. This is based on generating a moment of reflection and evaluation of what has been experienced 
and, with this, the transition, together with the articulated construction of knowledge,(5) whether at the 
ancestral, peasant, or scientific level.(6,7)

National
In Colombia, agroecology was promoted in 1980 by peasant societies, environmental leaders, non-

governmental organizations, and specific public institutions,(8) giving credit to the work of family farming 
for providing healthy and environmentally friendly foods. It was welcomed under sustainable agriculture to 
intertwine environmental, social, and political issues with the same goal: strengthening the different designs 
of family, peasant, and community agriculture.(9) social and political aspects aim to improve different models 
of family, peasant, and community agriculture.(9) This occurred amid confusion with the concepts of organic 
and ecological agriculture. However, the evolution of agroecological practices and ideas in the country has 
transcended as a form of sustainable agriculture with increasingly clear environmental, social, and political 
purposes.

Departmental
As a result, the department of Caquetá is known as a livestock-farming region since most of its inhabitants 

engage in this type of production on an extensive scale, leaving aside food production. This has meant that 
the region cannot guarantee its food security and sovereignty, implying that it depends on other regions of 
the country for nearly 90 % of its food to meet the population’s demand. Since the productive potential of the 
region’s land, which is currently producing 10 %, is not being exploited. For this reason, the role of farmers is 
fundamental in promoting agroecology, as they will be the precursors of a healthier way of life that includes 
other people who choose to strengthen the development of rural societies in each territory.(10)

Therefore, the lack of systematization of agroecological experiences in this area is a problem that must be 
solved, considering that systematization contributes to strengthening rural development through practices or 
experiences that other people have gone through. In this way, experiences committed to an unconventional 
model aimed at good living that is still unknown in the territory can be made known. The problem is based on 
the question: What are the agroecological transition processes of the El Cananguchal experience? to reconstruct 
its history?

METHOD
Location

Source: Wikipedia, 2023
Figure 1. Location of the municipality of Florencia, Caquetá

 Multidisciplinar (Montevideo). 2023; 1:71  2 

https://doi.org/10.62486/agmu202371


Source: Google Maps, 2023
Figure 2. Location of El Cananguchal property

The El Cananguchal property is located in the municipality of Florencia, department of Caquetá (figure 1), 
El Venado village via Morelia, San Julián subdivision, with coordinates 1°33’23,7“N 75°39’27,8”W (figure 2).

Methodological approach
This research was developed under the historical-hermeneutic research paradigm, which is based on 

knowledge constructed from other people’s interpretations of a phenomenon.(11) In terms of the type of 
research, descriptive research was carried out, given that its objective was to reconstruct the history of 
the El Cananguchal property. As its name suggests, this type of descriptive research describes everything the 
researcher observes in the study environment.(12)

In addition, this research uses a qualitative approach, which allows for the collection of data based on the 
researcher’s participant observation. Regarding the tool, an interview was used to provide key elements for 
reconstructing the process of this experience. According to Corbetta(13), in qualitative research, events occur 
naturally without altering reality.

METHOD
A five-question questionnaire was designed and administered during the interview to reconstruct the story. 

The information collected was recorded and then transcribed into a Microsoft Word document. It was then 
processed using Atlas. Ti version 23 software, where two types of analysis were carried out: exploratory and 
deductive. For both analyses, the interview document was uploaded in plain text format. For the exploratory 
analysis, a word cloud was generated to visualize the frequency of these keywords. Next, the most representative 
phrases were selected, and an image was created in PNG format.

On the other hand, in the deductive analysis, phrases of interest were identified and assigned categories. 
The “Create group” option in the Codes tab of the software was used to create the corresponding codes. The 
groups were named Environment, Knowledge, Work, and Economy, and the corresponding codes were assigned. 
The “Create group” option in the Codes tab of the software was used to create the corresponding codes. The 
groups were named Environment, Knowledge, Work, and Economy and assigned a category within the already 
established categories. A network was generated for each group: environment family, knowledge family, work 
family, and economy family. Finally, each network was exported as an image in PNG format.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Exploratory analysis – Word cloud
Agroecological transition

On the path to agroecological transition, small contributions begin with the implementation of seedbeds and 
vegetable gardens, which, in the long run, are the basis of a healthier and more environmentally friendly food 
system.(14) In this sense, this transition is not only about producing healthy food but also about changing how 
we eat and live since by consuming products from our gardens; we nourish ourselves with fresh, chemical-free 
food that benefits our health.(15) Furthermore, it is an invitation to conserve biodiversity and be responsible 
towards future generations since every step we take towards agroecology is a step towards a more sustainable 
and resilient future (figure 3).(16)
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Figure 3. Word cloud about the agroecological transition

Finally, Ms. Amparo recalls how her mother passed on her love of planting, caring for trees and seeds, 
knowing that every act of planting contributed toward change. She also recalls with nostalgia, “Those times 
when I watered the plants, from vegetables to fruit trees, and we harvested the fruits of our labor with such 
joy.” All of this becomes a living testimony to our commitment to ecological balance, knowing that we were 
contributing to the preservation of the environment and our well-being.

Deductive analysis – network
The interviewees’ reflections on the history of their agroecological process revealed around 48 codes of 

interest that formed four families of analysis, which are described below:

Family atmosphere
As for the family’s agroecology activities, changes have been made to focus their work on new production 

models that enable them to acquire products by harvesting food that allows them to produce what they need. 
This is related to what Sarandón(2) proposes, establishing that these efforts present new approaches that seek 
to replace the current system to move toward sustainable agriculture (figure 4).

These activities seek to satisfy food needs and give rise to other environmental alternatives. The first is 
the recovery of land through improvements that allow the landscape to be strengthened once again, enabling 
the development of natural and functional biodiversity. The second is environmental care, which is developed 
through reforestation processes. This is one of the essential aspects of agroecology, as it helps to improve 
biodiversity and all the functions of the system, conserving plants and animals in order to respect life and 
preserve it through their recovery.(17)

Figure 4. Family atmosphere

Knowledge family
The functioning of the agricultural and livestock sector is primarily based on the knowledge and perspective 

of farmers, valuing their experience and empirical knowledge without requiring a high level of education to 
achieve successful results in their activities.(18) It should be noted that the role played by the family is also 
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important in both sectors (figure 5).(19)

Firstly, the initiative to start growing food for self-consumption, making use of small spaces, and establishing 
vegetable gardens not only promotes an environment of connection and equality but also allows people to 
enjoy the process of planting, as well as fostering an open and positive mindset towards others, strengthening 
relationships and generating benefits for all family members as a result of teamwork.(20)

On the other hand, bartering allows for the exchange of any variety of products, in this case seeds, ensuring 
the sustainability of crops. Each seed contains the potential for a new life cycle, which preserves the genetic 
diversity of plants.(21,22) This variety of seeds adapts to different climatic conditions and develops resistance 
to diseases and pests. Furthermore, conserving seeds ensures a sustainable agricultural legacy for future 
generations.(23)

In conclusion, the combination of farmers’ empirical knowledge and experience, together with the active 
participation of the family in agriculture and seed exchange, contributes to the successful functioning of these 
sectors, ensuring the sustainability and diversity of crops for present and future benefit.(24,25,26)

Figure 5. Knowledge family

Family chores

Figure 6. Family tasks
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For the Ortegón Jiménez family, agriculture is how humans intervene in natural ecosystems to create an 
agri-food system and, from there, establish the activities that will be carried out in agricultural units. These 
traditions are still maintained as a culture that transcends time and also provides a wide range of designs that 
increase functional biodiversity in agroecosystems to enhance adaptation and resilience in production systems 
(figure 6).(27)

Organic waste has become significantly important, as it is used from agricultural harvests in such a way 
that plants and macro-mesofauna enrich their nutritional properties by using this waste as natural fertilizers.
(28) Farmers use it as an alternative to enhance and produce good quality food and thus have a stable economic 
flow through organic production.

Family economy
For Mr. Ortegón, the result of a good harvest is reflected in the profit farmers receive from selling their 

surplus. However, to achieve this, a careful planning process is required, taking into account what is to be 
implemented without ignoring the various constraints that may arise, including climate, soil, water, etc., since 
planning seeks not only to maximize the efficiency of the system but also to minimize damage,(29) taking into 
account the agroecological conditions of the place where the planting will take place (figure 7).(30)

In an agroecological production experience, some things matter more than the economic issue or profit 
itself, as this is related to the pleasure that the producer derives from healthily growing their food. It is work 
that guarantees their family’s livelihood and access to fresh, clean products.(31) In this regard, the interviewee 
states that it is gratifying to receive some incentive or recognition for his work.

Figure 7. Family economy

CONCLUSIONS
The historical reconstruction of the El Cananguchal farm has positioned the production unit as sustainable 

thanks to sustainable agricultural production, which provides and promotes the conservation of Amazonian fruits 
and the production chain that stands out in the region with the initiative to promote economic development at 
the family and regional levels. It is essential to recognize the different agroecological experiences established 
in the territory, as this allows us to understand the processes that generate significant changes in those 
productive families that implement agroecological transformation in their daily productive activities and 
preserve ancestral and environmental traditions. Our department is considered a livestock area, indicating this 
is a predominant activity in the region. However, awareness is being raised about implementing sustainable 
and environmentally resilient agri-food systems. In addition, support from local authorities is recommended to 
strengthen the territory’s agricultural sector.
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